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CALL FOR PEACE GOES OUT FROM CAMPUS 
To the parents, alumni, and trustees of Bates 
College, the members of Congress, the President 
of the United States, and the citizens of the United 
States. 
The stench of death has come home. 
Recently President Nixon compromised the 
integrity of the nation once again by violating the 
border of another sovereign state. Students at 
Kent State University reacted to this affront to 
international law and morality; as a result, four 
young people were shot to death. 
These events have served as a catalyst to 
sharpen the awareness of the conscience of this 
nation that if the United States is to continue, both 
practically and morally, as a creative power in this 
world then its use of force to achieve its ends 
both at home and abroad must cease. 
The arrogance of power has had a number of 
devastating effects. It has seriously damaged the 
stature of this nation in the eyes of the rest of 
the world. (". . . the roles of America and Russia 
have been reversed in the world's eyes. Today 
America has become the world's nightmare." Ar- 
nold J. Toynbee, New York TIMES, Sunday, May 
10, 1970). It has helped to create an economy de- 
pendent on the pursuit of death, to the detriment 
of those outlets dedicated to the pursuit of life. It 
has most recently contributed significantly to the 
precarious state of the economy. It has served to 
make the mutual understanding and respect of all 
the peoples of world — goals so necessary to the 
confronting of common problems — farther then 
ever from fulfillment. It has threatened to tear 
this nation apart from within. It has virtually de- 
stroyed the reality of morals as a vital force either 
in the life of this nation as a whole or in the lives 
of many of its individual citizens. 
Bates College, and especially the Bates stu- 
dent body, has attempted to respond to this situa- 
tion by taking the constructive actions described 
on these pages. We have worked non-violently— 
because of our lack of sanctioned political poiver. 
and we have worked hard. We are severely limited 
We will continue our activities, but we cannot a- 
chieve peace alone. 
An important step you can take is to write your 
Congressmen and especially Senators. When elec- 
tion time comes, support candidates interested in 
life. If you have any questions — about the role of 
the United States in Southeast Asia, the effect of 
that war on the economy, or the Senators that 
cmnLJJJ imP°rtant positions — write me c/o Bates 
STUDENT. 
We have shown and will continue to show 
what kind of constructive actions dedicated young 
people can take. We are not out to destroy this 
nation — it could do that quite well without us. 
We are asking you to join us in attempting to save 
this nation, and perhaps to alter the course of his- 
tory. 
Perhaps voices have been lowered in the Nix- 
on Administration, but no one is being heard ex- 
cept Vice-President Agnew and Martha Mitchell. 
The decision ultimately rests in your hands. 
*'-*ot ours. 
— William A. Bourque 
The oft-used metaphor ol 
the eifects of a single pebble 
on a puddle of water would be 
apt to describe the events at 
bates College during the past 
week. 
The genesis of the ripples 
which have spread out into the 
greater Lewiston • Auburn 
Community was in that first 
meeting in the coed lounge 
last Tuesday. By the count of 
this reporter, there were less 
than 150 people there, gather- 
ed to discuss the recent invas- 
ion of Cambodia by U. S. and 
ARVN troops. Francisco Men- 
disabal chaired that meeUng 
which was more of an inform- 
al discussion group. 
One of the few things which 
was to mar the events of the 
next few days became evident 
at that meeting: the factionali- 
zation caused by the word 
"strike". Some viewed the 
striking of classes by Bates 
students as paramount, while 
others who, later became in- 
strumental in running strike- 
related activities, questioned 
both the necessity and value 
of a strike. 
The assembled students de- 
cided to try to arouse more 
participation and agreed to 
meet again at 10:00 p.m. in 
the college chapel. Over 400 
of the 650 students and several 
faculty and administration 
members were in attendance 
at that meeting. The President 
gave questionable support to 
students by saying that clas- 
ses would remain open, but 
those who chose to strike 
would not be penalized. 
After a relatively lengthy 
discussion involving impas- 
sioned pleas to strike and not 
to strike, a strike resolution 
was passed by approximately 
220-140. Approximately ten 
percent of those present 
chose to abstain. After the 
meeting a Steering Committee 
was formed to direct the ac- 
tivities. 
Wednesday was marked by 
the write-in held in the chapel 
and march to the Post Office. 
At the same time, other 
members of the Steering Com- 
mittee began work on their 
various areas. Scott Schreiber 
organized a house - to - house 
canvass of the Lewiston - Au- 
burn area to get letters mail- 
ed to Maine's Senators and 
Representatives. Joe LaChance 
began organizing a blood 
drive for area hospitals. Ted 
Cody set up a clean-up of 
some of the poorer sections of 
Lewiston to try to indicate that 
government spending needs a 
shift in priorities from foreign 
wars to domestic problems 
such as poverty and pollution. 
Jeff Tulls took charge of pub- 
licity. 
Wednesday night was mark- 
ed by a lecture - presentation 
by Professors Thumm and 
Chances concerning the eco- 
nomics and politics of Viet- 
nam and Cambodia. 
The next day, assembled 
students were harangued by 
a group of Bowdoin students 
and one faculty member urg- 
ing them to shift from a 3-day 
to an indefinite strike. Here 
again the question of strike 
or no strike threatened to di- 
vide the campus. John Shea, 
Bates' peerless orator, sum- 
med up the feelings of most 
Bates students by saying that 
striking classes was not as Im- 
portant as what was done 
while students were on strike. 
That evening In the chapel, 
Dean Carignan delivered a re- 
port of faculty action. The fa- 
culty commended highly the 
rationality and non - violence 
of student actions and resolv- 
ed to allow Friday and Satur- 
day seminars and discussions 
to take the place of classes. 
This faculty support was of 
tremendous value In encourag- 
ing the students to  continue 
their dedicated action. 
The committee reports were 
delivered. Ramesh Shah had a 
new committee concerned with 
getting out to Lewiston 
Churches and Synagogues in 
order to reach even more 
members of the community. 
Discussion moved to a ques- 
tion of continuation of the 
strike and the factionalism 
which had been threatening 
the campus for the past three 
days surfaced again. A ma- 
jor clash was averted by a 
timely motion to adjourn the 
meeting, and the question of 
that "five letter word", strike, 
was finally declared unneces- 
sary. 
Friday saw the institution of 
the planned clean-up in down- 
town Lewiston. 
The weekend was filled with 
scheduled lectures, speeches, 
and rallies from Bates to 
Washington, D. C. The various 
committees are continuing 
their work even though the 
three - day strike period has 
come to an end. 
Without an attempt at com- 
pleteness, the STUDENT recog- 
nizes the contributions of the 
following individuals: Dennis 
Collins, Sue Emmett, Andy 
Bragdon, Carol Scannell, Scott 
Schreiber, Joe LaChance, Ted 
Cody, Jeff Tulls, Lauren Pot- 
ter, Ramesh Shah, John Shages 
and Rich Goldstein. 
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Students  get  rubbish  from  city 
War, pollution are common enemies 
by Ted Cody 
When it was learned that 
the city's public works depart- 
ment had been forced to can- 
cel its annual Spring cleanup 
program, a clean up by Bales 
students seemed to be just 
what was needed. Such a cam- 
paign would also be in line 
with the goal of constructive 
and non-violent protest that 
had already been agreed upon. 
There was a feeling that the 
announcement of a student 
strike at Bates would causc- 
the citizens of Lewiston to 
think that we would use the 
free time to play tennis, sun 
ourselves, or take a vacation. 
We wanted these people to 
know that Bates students were 
serious about working to end 
the grip that violence has on 
this country. 
Student consensus at the 
mass meeting in the chapel 
later that night gave us the 
go-ahead to start planning for 
the ciean-up, which would 
take place that coming Fri- 
day. 
Wednesday morning over 
one hundred students signed 
up for the clean-up campaign. 
That same day, areas of the 
town to be cleaned were se- 
lected, a jeep, trailer, and 
driver were secured from the 
maintenance department, and 
cails were made to local con- 
struction firms in an effort to 
get trucks to take away the 
trash we colleced. Mr. Paul 
Pruneau, head of the Lewiston 
Department of Public Works, 
also donated at this time the 
use of a pick-up truck, one of 
his men who knew the area 
well as an advisor, and several 
tools. He even offered to ask 
the Mayor meet our group at 
one corner of the park before 
we started work; the publicity 
gained from this gesture was 
invaluable. 
The call for trucks met with 
an original lack of response. 
Finally, at 4:00 in the after- 
noon, a 20-foot U-HAUL truck 
was donated by the L&B Serv- 
ice Station on Main St. Only 
now could we inform the 
townspeople of our cam- 
paign. Several students can- 
vassed the two areas selected 
for the clean-up, asking the 
people to put their trash    on 
the sidewalk in front of their 
homes by 10:00 a.m. the fol- 
lowing morning. 
That same day, Thursday, 
Craig Canedy, head of Food 
Services at Bates, was asked 
lor two hundred box lunches 
lo feed the workers. Several 
girls made sandwiches that 
night and the next morning. 
By this time the number of 
students pledged to partici- 
pate in the clean-up had risen 
to 175 because of the assign- 
ment of an archeology class 
and a Cultural Heritage class 
to the project. 
Early Friday morning more 
students canvassed the 16- 
olock area in a last-minute 
effort to notify more towns- 
people. At 10:00 a.m. the 
workers were briefed in the 
chapel as to the areas they 
would cover and the approach 
ihey should take when talking 
to interested citizens. 
Any viewpoints expressed 
by the students were to be 
very low-keyed and only in re- 
sponse to questions posed by 
the townspeople. The whole 
idea was to urge the people to 
carefully examine both sides 
of the Southeast Asian con- 
flict — to persuade them not 
to blindly accept the views of 
either side. 
One of the highlights of the 
day occurred when President 
Thomas Hedley Reynolds 
climbed into the cab of the 
U-Haul to lead the students 
to the park. Once at the park 
the students were divided in- 
to three groups; one, headed 
by co-chairman Wally An- 
drew, proceeded to an area 
one mile away and began to 
clean there; one fanned out in- 
to the surrounding blocks and 
began working on them; and 
the third, under Geoff Laing, 
canvassed ahead. Work went 
smoothly throughout the 
whole day, considering that no 
.■oncrete plans could be made 
until trucks had been secured. 
Townspeople along the clean- 
up route were very receptive 
to the workers and their ideas. 
Local businesses donated 
soda, cakes, donuts, and even 
beer. By 6:00 p.m., upwards 
of 15 city blocks had been 
thoughly cleaned and 12 large 
truck loads of trash, broken 
appliances, and other refuse 
had been taken to the dump. 
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Constructive activities mark strike 
Blood  donations 
Early in the strike last week 
the Bates student body was 
made aware of an extreme 
blood shortage at the local 
hospitals. The steering Com 
mittee, directing the activities 
on the campus, responded by 
setting up a committee to in- 
duce students to give blood. 
As of Sunday noon over one 
hundred students signed up to 
become donors. The call to con- 
structive activity is not limit- 
ed simply to the war. 
The blood is being used for 
several different causes. At 
the Central Maine General 
Hospital it is given to Medi- 
care patients, poverty - strick- 
en people, and emergency 
cases. Donations at the same 
hospital in the name of the 
Red Cross, are used for G.I.'s 
who have previously donated 
blood to the Red Cross. 
Blood is also being given at 
St. Mary's hospital for the 
same purposes. 
Perhaps most worthwhile is 
the Veterans program. Here, 
blood is sent directly to Viet- 
nam war veterans recovering 
in Veterans Administration 
Hospitals. In the near future 
we hope to donate plasma to 
the Maine Medical Center in 
Portland to be sent to South- 
east Asia. 
Church  speeches 
On Sunday morning the 
Bates student body approach- 
ed the church members in the 
Lewiston Auburn area. Seven- 
students, having made ar- 
rangements ahead of time, 
were allowed to make addres- 
ses to the congregations. At 
other churches priests and 
ministers made announce- 
ments concerning the general 
nature and content of the act- 
ivities at Bates. They also per- 
mitted canvassing outside 
their churches, where the stu- 
dents encouraged people to 
write their Congressmen. The 
response to this was extremely 
encouraging. 
Refugee funds 
One committee set up by 
the Steering Committee was 
involved in the collection of 
funds for refugees in eastern 
Cambodia where allied opera- 
tions are underway. 
Of the total number of stu- 
dents registered for board for 
the short term over 450 partici- 
pated in the Fast at Commons 
Thursday noon. The money 
saved by the cafeteria was 
contributed to the refugee 
fund. Penny collection boxes 
were set up at strategic loca- 
tions in stores and churches In 
Lewiston. 
Letters, march kick off program 
On Wednesday, May 6, the 
first day of the three day 
strike voted by Bates students, 
a parade permit was obtained 
from the Chief of the Lewiston 
Police Force to allow students 
and some faculty members to 
march from the Bates Chapel 
to the Lewiston Post Office in 
protest of what was felt to be 
an escalation of the war in 
Southeast Asia. 
At 12:30 a meeting was call- 
ed in the Bates Chapel which 
was attended by   about   150 
people—students, faculty, and 
some townspeople. They were 
provided with envelopes, pa- 
per and stamps and asked to 
write to Senators, Representa- 
tives, and especially President 
Nixon, protesting   the   Presi- 
dent's action in sending U. S. 
troops into   Cambodia.   Each 
person   wrote    approximately 
ten letters. 
These letters were in keep- 
ing with the general policy of 
the Bates community through- 
out the strike, which has been 
that violence is not necessary 
as a means of expression, and 
that the sickness now present 
within the government system 
could be healed   within   the 
system if those who represen- 
ted the American people were 
informed of their constituents' 
desires. During this letter 
writing Dr. Arthur Brown, 
Professor of Religion, spoke in 
memory of the four students 
killed at Kent State. 
At 2:30 the letters were col- 
lected and students and some 
faculty members formed out- 
side the chapel to march to the 
Post Office and mail the let- 
ters written. The marchers 
were escorted down College St. 
by a policeman. Several of 
them carried placards de- 
manding an end to the war. 
The marchers softly sang, 
"All we are saying is give 
peace a chance," and were as 
peaceful as the peace they 
asked for. As the marchers en- 
tered the downtown business 
district of Lewiston, state- 
ments of the college commun- 
ity's decision to strike were 
distributed. 
At the Post Office Prof. Wil- 
liam Sadler spoke to the 
marchers applauding their ac- 
tions to date and urging them 
to continue their campaign for 
peace. Finally, the letters were 
mailed and the marchers dis- 
persed into the city of Lewis- 
ton to seek support. 
Highschools  help 
The High School coordinat- 
ing Committee began its ac- 
tivities with a rally for Lewis- 
ton High School students Wed- 
nesday, May 6, at which time 
Bates students presented their 
plans for constructive protest 
against the war in Cambodia 
and Vietnam, and against the 
increasing violence in the U. S. 
Since the rally we have 
been in continued contact with 
the LHS, Edward Little High 
School (Auburn) and St. Dom- 
inic Regional H. S. people. We 
have asked them to participate 
in our campaigns such as the 
blood donation, letter - writ- 
ing, clean--up, and canvass- 
ing activities. 
We have also asked them to 
meet together to discuss the 
possibilities of other construc- 
tive actions in their own 
schools. We informed them 
that we would provide" speak- 
ers for any seminars or discus- 
sions that they wished to spon- 
sor. Students in all three 
schools are currently working 
with interested teachers to 
schedule these seminars. 
Students from Edward Lit- 
tle High School have conduct- 
ed a small canvassing and 
clean-up campaign in Auburn. 
Students from LHS have par- 
ticipated in all our activities, 
especially in our canvassing 
and clean-up. 
By working with these high 
school students Bates hopes to 
create lasting working rela- 
tions with the community, and 
to awaken more Lewiston and 
Auburn people to their respon- 
sibilities as U. S. citizens. 
Canvassing committee 
When the steering commit- 
tee first met we decided on 
one of the most constructive 
actions — getting in touch 
with Congressmen by mail. 
In order to provide the peo- 
ple's representatives with a 
solid response concerning the 
invasion of Cambodia, the war 
in S. E. Asia, and the increas- 
ing use of militarism to solve 
this country's problems, a 
canvass of the Lewiston - Au- 
burn area was planned. We 
of the Canvass Committee 
drew up a letter which we felt 
would help townspeople whose 
sentiments are anti - Cam- 
bodia, - war, - violence to 
make themselves heard. 
Starting last Wednesday 
canvassers went out every day. 
Some went to shopping areas 
where large numbers of people 
could be approached. Others 
participated in a door-to-door 
canvass that covered about 
two - thirds of Lewiston and a 
significant portion of Auburn. _, 
A few highly devoted people 
carried the canvass to places 
like Leeds, Turner, and Lisbon 
Falls. 
The response from the Lew- 
iston - Auburn people was 
tremendous. Letters were giv- 
en only to the many people 
who agreed with the contents 
and the few that agreed at 
least to think it over. We were 
able to distribute, conserva- 
tively speaking, about 12,000 
letters. 
At a point about midway in 
the canvass Senator Muskle's 
office reported a mail ratio 
of about 1200 against for every tf 
1 in favor of President Nixon's 
Con't on page 4, CoL 2 
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In response to President 
Nixon's unprecedented actions 
in effectively escalating the 
war Without consulting either 
the Cambodian government 
or the Congress of the United 
States of America; and in re- 
sponse to acts of excessive 
violence at Kent State Univ- 
ersity we — the community 
of Bates College — join con- 
cerned citizens across the na- 
tion in declaring our alarm 
at the increasing use of mili- 
tary force as the response to 
international and domestic 
problems. We the community 
of Bates College vote to con- 
duct a three-day non-violent 
strike against increasing Uni- 
ted States military involve- 
ment in Southeast Asia and 
the tragic deaths of four Kent 
State University students. We 
reaffirm our individual consti- 
tutional rights of free speech 
and free assembly. We pledge 
ourselves to constructive ac- 
tivity during this three day 
period and shall reevaluate the 
situation continually. 
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Canvassing - rewarding and frustrating] 
by Paula Casey 
Should I start with the wo- 
man in the shopping center 
who signs the petition against 
the war and wants to take a 
couple with her to the office 
where she works? Should I 
start with the man who walk- 
ed completely off the sidewalk 
into a parking lot to avoid me 
and my petition? 
Or should I talk about the 
woman who told me to go to 
Russia where I belonged or the 
man who thanked nie for be- 
ing concerned enough to do 
something and gladly took the 
time to sign the petition? 
Perhaps the truer picture is 
watching twenty or more peo- 
ple spending one morning put- 
ting stamps on a couple thou- 
sand envelopes or counting 
letters and envelopes into 
manageable pile of twenty, or 
the transformation that took 
place, appropriately enough on 
Sunday morning when jean- 
clad students appeared in 
jackets and ties and dresses to 
go out into the churches and 
speak about the work going on 
here at Bates. 
It's a long, tiring afternoon 
climbing front steps and ring- 
ing doorbells and talking and 
walking down the street to the 
next house. 
It's a satisfying conversation 
standing on a front porch on 
a Friday night, with a tired 
man in work clothes, with dirt 
on his hands, and his wife 
waiting supper inside while he 
talks about Cambodia and 
Vietnam and why college stu- 
dents are so concerned. . . 
Perhaps the true picture is 
watching the number of indi- 
viduals come into the Coed 
Lounge to pick up canvassing 
materials, saying something 
to the effect of, I just got out 
of class I have two hours, is 
there some place within walk- 
ing distance of school that I 
can canvass. 
Or someone returning at 4 in 
the afternoon to pick up some 
more materials because there's 
an hour and a half before din- 
ner and I'm sure I can finish 
the whole block by then. 
Canvassing ... it is reward- 
ing, positive. It is frustrating 
and depressing. There were 
times wha I had talked to 
so many people for so long 
that I no longer could put to- 
gether a rational, persuasive 
statement about the war and 
the petition. I could only show 
them the petition and say yes 
I believe this and realize that 
it was time to return to school 
for another mass meeting and 
some rest. 
But I would find it difficult 
to shift my mind from what 
was happening "out In the 
streets" to what was happen- 
ing on campus. It is difficult 
to decide where the most un- 
reality exists. Students on 
campus are deeply involved In 
a world which for them has 
little violence, little danger. 
The world is far away. The 
concept of the war in South- 
east Asia Is there, It has been 
there and sometimes it seems 
like it always will be there. 
Here on campus it's spring , .. 
nice weather for a change, the 
beginning of tans, the start of 
the baseball season, the Bru- 
ins . . . outside it's people 
hurrying to pick up Mother's 
Day presents and on their way 
to appointments and just not 
interested who create the un- 
reality for me. 
There is the frightening 
reality of people who do not 
their elected representatives 
feel that they should write to 
pie had to be convinced not 
and express their viewpoint. I 
was amazed at how many peo- 
just of the effectiveness of 
such petitioning, but also of 
the right and responsibility to 
express themselves, whether 
or not the viewpoint agreed 
with mine. 
"He's the president. He 
must be right. He knows what 
he's doing. We have to sup- 
port him." 
"No, letter writing doesn't 
do any good. Nobody reads 
those letters anyway." 
"It's too late to do anything 
about it. We're in so deep now 
that the only thing we should 
do ,and we should have done it 
long ago, is really get in there 
and fight." 
There were people who saw 
me as a representative of col- 
lege students and wanted to 
hold me responsible for camp- 
us violence, who wanted to 
know why we were bent on de- 
stroying this country, and who 
never gave me a chance to ex- 
plain the constructive work 
that Bates individuals and 
other college students were 
doing. 
I met a woman who told 
me, in no uncertain terms, that 
she was mourning for the Na- 
tional Guardsmen at Kent 
State who had rocks and 
bricks and pieces of pipe 
thrown at them. Did she have 
room in her heart to mourn for 
the four students who died at 
Kent State? NO. Could she 
look not just at the expression 
of violence but also at the rea- 
sons that may have brought 
some individuals to a point 
where they were so frustrated 
with working within the un- 
responsive system that they 
felt a need to express them- 
selves this way? NO. And why 
wasn't I in class where I be- 
longed? Couldn't she under- 
stand that learning and true 
education do not have to take 
place within the four walls of 
a classroom? Learning should 
not  have  walls and bounda- 
ries? Couldn't she understand] 
an individual commitment toi 
working for something I    be-| 
lieve in very strongly? Did shej_ 
see how it was possible for met) 
to feel that business must noiT 
continue as usual until there I 
was an awareness of the direc-1 
tion in which I feel this coun-l 
try is heading and which I do| 
not want to see? 
A serviceman at Mammoth I 
Mart hesitated over a petition I 
against the war, but he lis-J 
tened and listened to his own| 
conscience and signed. 
A man with three sons in" 
Vietnam listened and signed. 
A woman with a four year 
old son, stopped and signed. 
muscle 
Canvassing Com. from page 2 
recent actions and the South- 
east Asian situation. Senator 
Smith's office merely said 
that she had received more 
mail against the war than for 
it. The office of Congressman 
Hathaway, who represents 
this Congressional district, re- 
ported being flooded with 
anti-war letters. 
We of the Canvass Commit- 
tee feel that many Mainers 
who mailed in letters had for- 
merly been     considered     as 
Prof, calls protest activities admirable, intelligent 
by Prof. William A. Sadler, Jr. 
It has been quite a week for 
all Americans, but especially 
for those of us on college and 
university campuses. As we 
walked to the chapel late 
Tuesday evening I felt that 
hundreds of us at Bates were 
being caught up in a vast, na- 
tionwide wave of indignation 
and apprehension about recent 
events in Southeast Asia and 
in this country. Our dormant 
dissatisfaction with the war 
was stirred up into conscious- 
ness and mobilized into ra- 
tional, peaceful protest. A ma- 
jority of over four hundred fa- 
culty and students called for 
You ore invited 
to the following events com- 
ing up this week. 
Tuesday - American Friends 
Service Committee movies on 
Vietnam. Little Theater. 
Wednesday • Meeting of 
Bowdoin to draw up planks 
for State Democratic platform. 
Wednesday - "Morality of 
Dessent". Panel discussion with 
Prof. Moser, Prof. D'Alfonso, 
Rick James, and Attorney 
Louis Scolnick o> the Maine 
ACI.U.  8:00 LittleTheater. 
Friday - Platform Commit- 
tee hearings, Maine State 
Democratic Convention, Port- 
land. 
Friday - "Role of the College 
in the Seventies". Panel dis- 
cussion with Dr. T. Hedley 
Reynolds, Prof. Niehaus, Prof. 
Ruff, Judge Coffin, Paula 
Casey, Doug Hayman. 8:00 Lit- 
tle Theater. 
Saturday - State Democratic 
Convention, Portland 
members of Mr. Nixon's Silent 
Majority. Hopefully his estim- 
ate of support for his actions 
has been deflated somewhat. 
In contrast to the commun- 
ity's response, that by Bates 
students was less than en- 
couraging. The campaign be- 
gan with much enthusiasm 
but after a couple days dedi- 
cation to beach, basking, and 
baseball proved stronger than 
the dedication to constructive 
activity among strikers and 
non-strikers alike. 
a strike. It was not the right 
term, but we approved it be- 
cause by using it we showed 
our unity with other thought- 
ful expressions of dissent 
across the nation. Strike 
doesn't begin to suggest the 
character or the significance of 
the unusual activities which 
have taken place here recent- 
iy. 
This week has definitely not 
been a time off from learn- 
ing. On the contrary, it has 
been an intense and worth- 
while educational experience. 
I doubt that faculty and stu- 
dents have ever followed the 
news more studiously, gather- 
ing information from all pos- 
sible sources to arrive at the 
facts and to assess them ju- 
diciously. We learned much 
about the war, and about poli- 
cies and problems related to 
it. 
We also learned something 
about Bates students; and I 
suspect they learned some- 
thing about themselves. No 
matter how one views the 
war, it is clear that through- 
out their special programs 
Bates' students indicated ad- 
mirable ingenuity, intelli- 
gence, discipline, social con- 
cern, and good will. By dissent 
they let their views be known; 
by the way they dissented, 
they gave witness of their own 
maturity and integrity. Bow- 
doin students put considerable 
pressure upon our students to 
shut down. Bates' students re- 
sisted the pressure and con- 
tinued to carry out their own 
distinctive programs, which 
were characterized by a univ- 
ersity press officer as the best 
organized of all small colleges 
in the East. For good reason 
the faculty voted to commend 
our students for the quality 
and character of their conduct. 
In addition this week was 
educational, because many fa- 
culty and students learned 
how to talk and work together 
more effectively and meaning- 
fully. I was part of several 
projects which were planned 
and directed by students; for 
a change I followed their In- 
structions. In the process we 
discovered something about 
the meaning of democracy as 
well as how to express dissent 
rationally. We also learned 
about altering a public image. 
In this city, as in many parts 
of the country, students are 
often considered to be idle in- 
tellectuals who are prone to 
self-indulgent and destructive 
activities. Bates students clear- 
ly demonstrated their willing- 
ness to work hard for long 
hours in many constructive 
projects. On the first day of 
the strike I sensed suspicion 
and widespread uneasiness to- 
ward the college throughout 
the twin cities; high school 
students were warned to stay 
away. During the clean up 
program at the end of the week 
we heard frequently such re- 
marks as, "You kids are doing 
a great job." Canvassers re- 
turned saying people were in- 
creasingly cordial and willing 
to talk with them. The edi- 
torial in Friday night's Lewis- 
ton Journal is a good indica- 
tion of popular sentiment. It 
is a very good sign. 
Some people still insist that 
learning is best done in a 
classroom. This week we dis- 
covered that view to be se- 
verely limited. Through these 
special programs the educa- 
tion of all of us was advanced. 
Perhaps most important we 
learned more about what it 
means to be free and responsi 
ble citizens in a democratic so- 
ciety. If this lesson is 
thoroughly assimilated It will 
be good for America; and it 
will be good for Bates. 
One fearful aspect of Ameri- 
can life today is a growing 
alienation among young peo- 
ple. I think through this week 
many of us have begun to 
come together. "Fve gotten to 
know more faculty In the past 
three days than in the previ- 
ous three years," commented 
one student; he added, "and 
I've come to know them as 
persons." The cohesive, cooper- 
ative, and friendly atmosphere 
that was in evidence at Bates 
on Friday suggests that during 
this strike we have also gain 
ed Insight Into what It can 
mean to be a learning com- 
munity. 
